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Honorable Walter Mondale ‘ .
President of the Senate ' -
United States Senate . o :
Washington, D.C. 20510 '

Dear Mr. President:

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greatly concerned by the proliferation of_mgnly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within sys?ems of
compartmentation. I initinted a review within the Execut}vg B_ranc:h to

reassess the justification for existing clearances and to limit 1ssuwing
" future clearances based on the strictesi application of need-to-know.

This same concern cxtends to the Legislative Branch. As youn know,
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight commitices have been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence infg;rr_natlon. However,
due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to staffs of other committees. It is imperative
that a review, similar to that underway within the Executive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that current and ‘fu’uu*e
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable-

Accordingly, I have designated my Legpislative Counsel to serve as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Congressanal
staff personnel. Iis office will contact the chalrmen and staff..dlr.*ectors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess eritically
the need-to-know for future clearances. Ido not intead in any way to
impede or impair the work of any committee which requires access to
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however,‘_’chat the need-to~know
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown
tnat most congressional requiremenis for substantive intelligence can
be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods
information.

Where there is a clearly justifiable neced, Members of Congress are
- given access 1o sensitive intelligence information. Personal stafll of
Members, however, have been denied such access and 1 have reaflfirmed
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this time, is 1o
grant selecizd key siaflf members serving in the offices of the L.eadcrship
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of the Congress access since _ﬂ"ﬁ-;irV}:)r-ix‘gc’-ip:'{ii; 1"(:(:3"1‘\2 t S‘C}';;“;K;1:'121 ‘..1‘("(.{),?:1( 
on a regular bhasis and cequira stall z\:;s;1::l‘cnxjp?. ”‘.‘:mf. }(I)A:W. oi‘-".ic(‘»q
designated personal staff mezxabers from the sla ”'.,'_rn';-‘;,v o ]::ﬁl.l.(;é .
tne President Pro-Termpore of the Senate, and 1\'10\‘}-91‘. 1 F a—!lf c .un’fﬂ: ¥
I,caders of both the Senate and the Housc- ]‘._’I.y _I_,egx.sla.LL-\,’%M‘,(OWK;,I .You
will be contacting your offices 1o determing which stall pex )‘( L yor

1 +d for such access .contly received a letter signed
have designated for such access. I recently e trorsiy
jointly by Senate Majority Leader Roberl Byrad an .k)tn: .L’\ IO
T.eader Howard Baker submitting a reguest fo-r stafl access Wics 3
be honored and handled directly with their offices.

: - . Sond e, XY
It is ray firm belief that these procedures will not;;}t(c&&zc‘ ;aszclm,e
the proper flow of intelligence io ’fhc—: .Cgmgress‘, buf \:n n?w‘}lr :'G:thtodf; b} ne
the protection of highly sensitive ;ntel'hgenf:e sox?rb(;»i at'ei'-c;ma vo»ur‘
limiting aceess toan absolute necd-to-know. 1 \lou,}(3 ‘:f Jeome yo
supvort to facilitate acceptance of these pro.ccidu-rcs. N co_.- nitice
chairmen in any way that you deem appropriate..

“Yours sincerely,

"~ ""-:;
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STANSFIELD TURNER




